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Comparison of Data Destruction Methods

Critical Requirements HSM Digital 
Shredder

Commercial 
Software

Degaussing 
Machines

Mechanical 
Destruction

Destroys data beyond forensic 
reconstruction

yes no maybe1 maybe4

Ensures absolute care, custody and 
control of the process

yes yes maybe2 no2

Provides certification with a
defendable audit trail

yes no no³ no

Easy routine to install and 
implement

yes no no no

Reformat the drive for potential
re-use

yes yes no no
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